JoAnn Hammond Crews
January 18, 2019

JoAnn Hammond Crews died at her home, Friday, January 18, 2019, after a long illness.
JoAnn was born July 26, 1933, in Eagle Lake, Florida. Her family soon moved to Miami
where she and her older brother, Gene, struggled through an adverse childhood of poverty
and neglect. At the age of twelve, JoAnn went to live in Enigma, GA, with her aunt, Mary
Hammond McMillan, and her husband, Pearly McMillan, on the Hammond Family farm.
Aunt Mary was generous and loving, but also firm and disciplined, and this is where JoAnn
learned her lifelong ethics of hard work and self-improvement.
Though work on the farm was an endless combination of picking cotton and tobacco,
cooking, cleaning, sewing and whatever else was requested of her, JoAnn went on to
graduate, in 1950, as the Valedictorian of Enigma High School. She received a college
scholarship and attended Norman Junior College in Norman Park, GA, and went on to
graduate Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Education and a double minor in
Mathematics and Music from Mercer University in Macon, GA
It was at Mercer that she met her husband of 64 years, Tommy Crews. Tommy and JoAnn
were married on June 6, 1954, and moved to Augusta, GA, where Tommy was completing
his Medical Degree. In 1960, the Crews moved to Covington, GA, where Tommy began
his career in private practice. JoAnn continued her education by receiving a Master’s in
Library Science from the University of Georgia. JoAnn taught advanced Algebra and
Trigonometry at both Newton County High School and Langford High School, in Augusta,
after the family returned there for Tommy to specialize in Cardiology. An avid basketball
player, she coached the Langford High School girls Varsity High School team. JoAnn also
worked at Forrest Hill Elementary School, in Augusta, as the Librarian for 3 years.
JoAnn was known for her unrelenting attention to detail and strived for perfection in all her
endeavors. One can see that dedication just by taking a stroll through the gardens that
surround her home on every side, or by attending one of her once common dinner parties
or luncheons. Those who knew her best may describe her as opinionated and a bit stern

at times, but those traits would only arise out of a place of love and concern for all those
close to her heart.
She had stated an opinion years ago, that she hoped her obituary wouldn’t say something
like, “She was a good cook”. So, let it be said that she was an extraordinary cook,
entertainer, gardener, educator, organizer, basketball player, genealogist and antique
aficionado. She was extraordinary at every single thing she put her tremendous mind and
energy into, but most notably as a wife and mother who will be missed everyday by her
loved ones. Peace be with you forever, JoAnn.
JoAnn Hammond Crews is survived by her husband, Dr. Thomas L. Crews, MD, of
Covington, GA; her son, Dr. Thomas L. Crews, Jr., of Seattle, WA; her daughter, Jo Ellen
Crews Little (husband, Chuck) of Eatonton, GA; and her 2 grandchildren, Ashley Crews
Little of Los Angeles, CA, and Charles Hammond (Beau) Little of Eatonton, GA.
A Memorial Service for Mrs. Crews will be held Monday, January 21, 2019, 2:00 P.M., at
the Chapel of Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home, 3134 Floyd Street, in Covington, with
Rev. Paul Wade and The Rev. Louly Hay officiating. Family will receive friends following
the memorial service at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that your
words of condolence be mailed to P.O. Box 27, Covington, GA 30015.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home - January 19 at 12:38 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. JoAnn was a beautiful, sweet woman and I am proud to call her my
cousin. My favorite memory of her is at the McMillan brother sister reunion in Carrabelle a
few years back. We had the most wonderful time and Tommy and JoAnn seemed to have
fun also. It was wonderful to get to spend time with them both. My Dad (Inman) as the other
McMillan siblings always thought of her as their sister. She will be missed but we will see
her again. Love and prayers to Tommy and kids.
Love,
Diane McMillan Weathers
Diane McMillan Weathers - January 24 at 10:12 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of the passing of JoAnn, and I thank you for the video. It
showed the essence of a life that was lived well. Very moving.
JoAnn was my babysitter when we lived in Enigma, and I regret that I did not
remember her. I do have a vague recollection of the Pearly McMillan farm, though. A
few years ago, we had a warm correspondence that was initiated when she shared
the help my father gave her when she was a student and he, the principal. She
surmised that my father identified with her as his upbringing was turbulent, a fact she
had not known when she knew him. Her intellect, generosity, and warmth were clear
and I know that my father would have been very proud of her. I am grateful to have
shared some thoughts with her.

Bill Outlaw - February 04 at 08:25 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family of JoAnn Hammond Crews. I am so sorry for your
loss. I will always wish for just one more conversation. Joann was my double 2nd
cousin through our Harrell line and the Arnold/Murray line. We would joke since we
were "double second cousins did that make us first cousins" We decided to CLAIM it.
She was also a friend. We had a nickname for each other in our research efforts, she
was HD (hound dog) and I was HD2. (hound dog 2) We would search and search
trying to find the answer to an elusive ancestor. Since our first meeting we have kept
in close contact as our lives would let us. We shared the love of researching our
family lines and I helped each other as we could. We first met around 1996?? not

sure. The same weekend Hugh Morgan mentioned in his post. A group of cousins
met in Homerville and Millwood Georgia for a family history research weekend. All of
us had questions and were looking for answers. What a great time it was. I forget
now how we came together, must have been Hugh Morgan who brought the group
together. Lasting friendships were made and I'm thankful for being able to know my
kinswoman and friend Joann Hammond Crews, a beautiful, smart, intelligent and
caring person. I miss her so very much. My warmest wishes to the family as they
transition to life without their loved one. Wanda Arnold
Wanda Arnold - February 01 at 10:33 AM

“

I am Hugh J. Morgan JoAnn's first cousin and geneology pal. My father Hugh and
Joann's mother Mae were siblings. JoAnn and I met at a family reunion in
Homerville. I was so very impressed with JoAnn. My sister Connie and JoAnn
connected as a result of the reunion. Our father was an alcoholic and we were
victims of a broken marriage. Connie told me about the conversation she had with
JoAnn and how they immediately bonded having had similar life experiences.
Connie---Dr. Consuelo Stebbins also excelled in higher learning and became a
principal figure in the development of the Univ. of Central Florida; now Florida's
largest university. The point is that they had so much in common.
JoAnn and I searched family history together but she beat me by a country mile. The
description of her in her obituary is fantastically accurate.
I heard the sad news while here in Nicaragua tending to my coffee harvest. I was
heartbroken. I am now 77 and have few regrets but one is not what I did but what I
didn't do. JoAnn and I and other family members were planning to get together but
because of my work load here and the office it didn't happen.. Oh how I regret that I
did not see her one ore time.Since you know JoAnn you are not surprised that she
never mentioned her illness to me.
Love to you Tom and family. Hope to see you'all in Key West one day-------don't the
invitation be one of your life's regrets.
Your cousin,
Hugh

Hugh organ - January 30 at 10:55 PM

“

I wanted to express my sincere condolences for your loss. It is my hope that you will
rely on the comfort of knowing that in the future God promises no more crying,
mourning or death (Rev 21:3,4). That you will see your loved one again. Even though
I am no relation to the family, I am saddened when anyone loses a loved one. I pray
that you are strengthened during this difficult time and comforted from your family
and friends and God's word, the bible. Isaiah 41:10 is a wonderful source of comfort.

Warm regards, Lytricia

Hillman Family - January 27 at 12:56 PM

“

Words cannot express my sadness in the loss of JoAnn. Through our common hobby
of genealogy, we shared many conversations about our research, as well as our
other interests.... we discussed our families, health issues and many things good
friends talk about. Even though I never met her in person I was glad to have known
her through our correspondence.
My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this time.

Jo McPhail - January 21 at 09:17 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of JoAnn Hammond Crews.

January 20 at 11:23 AM

“

Winona Digby lit a candle in memory of JoAnn Hammond Crews

Winona Digby - January 20 at 09:06 AM

